
 
Dear colleague, 
 
You will be aware that under the Coronavirus Bill (2019-21), new measures will be introduced to 
protect public health, increase NHS capacity, strengthen social care and support the public to take 
the right action at this unprecedented time. The powers in the Bill will allow for contingency 
planning so that we are prepared for the impacts of the outbreak. This includes preparing for an 
increase in deaths and the likely effects this would have on death management systems across 
the UK. These powers will only be switched on in extreme circumstances and in particular areas 
which find themselves under tremendous pressure.   

  
The purpose of this work is to respect the right for a person, or their loved one, to have the wishes 
of the deceased upheld when it comes to burial or cremation. We understand the deep sensitivity 
and fundamental importance of respecting end of life practices for all our faith communities, as 
well as those of no faith. That is why the Government has worked on this policy with faith groups 
and will continue to do so.  

  
We want to ensure all have confidence in the system so in response to concerns expressed by 
some over the weekend we have put onto the face of the Bill our assurance that local authorities 
and other public bodies must have due regard to everyone’s religion or beliefs, as far as possible 
in relation to Schedule 27. I attach the full wording of the amendment. The statutory guidance will 
be shared in due course. 

  
The central purpose of Schedule 27 remains that local government must have the ability to take 
control of a component or components of the death management process in their area to ensure 
the local death management system continues to work effectively to protect public health and the 
dignity of the deceased. This is necessary for a situation where the number of people who might 
die from Covid-19 may exceed significantly the capacity locally to manage the deceased, and 
where all other contingency measures have been exhausted. 
 

Yours ever, 

 
SIMON CLARKE MP 
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       Schedule  27,  page  320,  line  15,  at end insert— 
 

   

“PART 3A 

 

   

DECEASED’S WISHES ETC 

 

   “13A (1)   In carrying out functions under this Schedule local authorities and the 
 

   appropriate national authorities must have regard to the desirability of 
 

   disposing of a dead person’s body or other remains— 
 

   (a)     in accordance with the person’s wishes, if known, or 
 

   (b)     otherwise in a way that appears consistent with the person’s religion 
 

   or beliefs, if known. 
 

         (2)   In carrying out functions under the legislation listed in sub-paragraph (3), 
 

   designated local authorities must have regard to the desirability of disposing of 
 

   a dead person’s body or other remains— 
 

   (a)     in accordance with the person’s wishes, if known, or 
 

   (b)     otherwise in a way that appears consistent with the person’s religion 
 

   or beliefs, if known. 
 

         (3)   The legislation is— 
 

   (a)     section 46(1) or (2) of the Public Health (Control of Disease) Act 1984 
 

   (local authority to arrange burial or cremation where no other suitable 
 

   arrangements being made); 
 

   (b)     section 25(1) of the Welfare Services Act (Northern Ireland) 1971 
 

   (corresponding provision for Northern Ireland). 
 

         (4)   The following do not apply to a designated local authority— 
 

   (a)     section 46(3) of the Public Health (Control of Disease) Act 1984 (local 
 

   authority not to cause body to be cremated under that section contrary 
 

   to the wishes of the deceased); 
 

   (b)     in section 25(5) of the Welfare Services Act (Northern Ireland) 1971, 
 

   the words from “and a body” to the end (corresponding provision for 
 

   Northern Ireland); 
 

   (c)     regulation 6 and 13(a) of the Cremation (Belfast) Regulations 
 

   (Northern Ireland) 1961 (S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1961 No. 61) (which 
 

   provides that it is unlawful to cremate the remains of a person who is 
 

   known to have left a written direction to the contrary etc). 
 

 


